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.12 Media Access 

.12.1 Access to Scenes of Disasters/Calamities

In general, authorized news media representatives are permitted free movement in the area of public 
disasters/calamities (defined as flood, storm, fire, earthquake, explosion, accident avalanche, or other 
disaster) as long as they do not hamper, deter, or interfere with department members or designated public 
safety functions. Penal Code sections 409.5(d) and/or 409.6(d).

(1) When media enters an area designated a public disaster and/or calamity, the County accepts no 
liability for their safety. 

(2) Department members are not required to provide an escort to any media personnel. 
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