
COVID-19 Vaccine Phase 1B Eligible Workforce Sectors 

Food and Agriculture  

1. Workers supporting groceries, pharmacies, convenience stores, and other 
retail that sells food or beverage products, and animal/pet food, retail 
customer support service, information technology support staff, for online 
orders, pickup/takeout or delivery. 

2. Workers supporting restaurant carry-out and quick serve food operations, 
including food preparation, carry-out and delivery food employees. 

3. Food manufacturer employees and their supplier employees to include those 
employed in food ingredient production and processing facilities; aquaculture 
and seafood harvesting facilities; livestock, poultry, seafood slaughter 
facilities; pet and animal feed processing facilities; human food facilities 
producing by-products for animal food; beverage production facilities; and the 
production of food packaging, including recycling operations and processing. 

4. Farmers, farm and ranch workers, and agribusiness support services to 
include those employed in auction and sales; grain and oilseed handling, 
storage, processing and distribution; animal food, feed, and ingredient 
production, packaging, and distribution; manufacturing, packaging, and 
distribution of veterinary drugs; truck delivery and transport. 

5. Farmers, farm and ranch workers, support service workers and their supplier 
employees producing food supply domestically and for export to include those 
engaged in raising, cultivating, harvesting, packing, storing, or delivering to 
storage or to market or to a carrier for transportation to market any agricultural 
or horticultural commodity for human consumption; those engaged in 
producing and harvesting field crops; cannabis growers; agricultural and 
commodity inspection; fuel ethanol facilities; storage facilities; biodiesel and 
renewable diesel facilities; and other agricultural inputs 

6. Employees and firms supporting food, feed, and beverage distribution and 
ingredients used in these products including warehouse workers, vendor-
managed inventory controllers, and blockchain managers. 

7. Workers supporting the sanitation of all food manufacturing processes and 
operations from wholesale to retail. 

8. Workers supporting the growth and distribution of plants and associated 
products for home gardens. 

9. Workers in cafeterias used to feed workers, particularly worker populations 
sheltered against COVID-19 



10. Workers in animal diagnostic and food testing laboratories 

11. Workers essential for assistance programs and government payments 

12. Government, private, and non-governmental organizations' workers essential 
for food assistance programs (including school lunch programs) and 
government payments. 

13. Employees of companies engaged in the production, storage, transport, and 
distribution of chemicals; medicines, including cannabis; vaccines; and other 
substances used by the food and agriculture industry, including seeds, 
pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers, minerals, enrichments, and other agricultural 
production aids. 

14. Animal agriculture workers to include those employed in veterinary health 
(including those involved in supporting emergency veterinary or livestock 
services); raising of animals for food; animal production operations; livestock 
markets; slaughter and packing plants, manufacturers, renderers, and 
associated regulatory and government workforce. 

15. Transportation supporting animal agricultural industries, including movement 
of animal medical and reproductive supplies and material, animal vaccines, 
animal drugs, feed ingredients, feed, and bedding, live animals, animal 
medical materials; transportation of deceased animals for disposal; and 
associated regulatory and government workforce 

16. Workers who support sawmills and the manufacture and distribution of fiber 
and forest products, including, but not limited to timber, paper, and other wood 
and fiber products 

17. Employees engaged in the manufacture and maintenance of equipment and 
other infrastructure necessary to agricultural production and distribution 

18. Workers at animal care facilities that provide food, shelter, veterinary and/or 
routine care and other necessities of life for animals. 

Education and Childcare  

1. All formal and informal childcare workers, including licensed day care 
providers 

2. All staff in colleges, universities, junior colleges, community colleges, and 
other postsecondary education facilities 

3. All staff in educational support services and administration 

4. All staff in Pre-kindergarten, elementary, middle, and high schools 



5. All staff in technical and trade schools 

6. Any other workers involved in child and/or student care, including school bus 
drivers and monitors, crosswalk guards, etc. 

Emergency Services Personnel 

1. Public, private, and voluntary personnel (front line and management) in 
emergency management, law enforcement, fire and rescue services, 
emergency medical services, corrections, rehabilitation and reentry, search 
and rescue, hazardous material response, and technicians supporting 
maritime and aviation emergency response. 

2. Public Safety Answering Points and 911 call center employees; personnel 
involved in access to emergency services including the emergency alert 
system and wireless emergency alerts. 

3. Fusion Center employees 

4. Workers who support weather disaster / natural hazard monitoring, response, 
mitigation, and prevention, including personnel conducting, supporting, or 
facilitating wildfire mitigation activities 

5. Workers - including contracted vendors - who maintain, manufacture, or 
supply equipment and services supporting law enforcement, fire, EMS, and 
emergency service response operations (including safety equipment, 
electronic security, and uniforms) 

6. Workers responding to abuse and neglect of children, elders and dependent 
adults. 

7. Animal control officers and humane officers 

8. Security staff to maintain building access control and physical security 
measures 

9. Workers and contracted vendors who maintain and provide services and 
supplies to public safety facilities, including emergency communication center, 
public safety answering points, public safety communications centers, 
emergency operation centers, fire and emergency medical services stations, 
police and law enforcement stations and facilities. 

https://covid19.ca.gov/essential-workforce/  

February 25, 2021 

https://covid19.ca.gov/essential-workforce/

